[Perinatal outcome of premature infants weighing less than 1500 g].
Prematurity is a main issue in modern obstetrical care. The purpose of the present study was to evaluate the perinatal outcome of premature infants weighing less than 1500 g according to the mode of delivery. 122 patients with infants weighing less than 1500 g were enrolled in this retrospective study (26 to 32 weeks of gestation). The perinatal outcomes of 26 infants born by vaginal delivery were compared to 96 infants delivered by caesarean section. The rates of rupture of membranes, preterm labour and intravenous tocolysis were significantly increased in patients after vaginal delivery. Preeclampsia and pathological cardiotocograms were increased in patients after caesarean section. Infants born by vaginal delivery showed a significant increase of peri- and intraventricular haemorrhage grade III, periventricular leukomalacia, C-reactive protein 24 hours postpartum and mortality until the seventh day of life. However, the rate of bronchopulmonary dysplasia was significantly increased in infants born by caesarean section (p < 0.05). These data suggest that the mode of delivery affects the perinatal outcome of infants weighing less than 1500 g. Based on the results of the present study, it appears unclear which mode of delivery should be preferred, depending on particular material and fetal factors.